Hopes for church to become home

The Church of New
Jerusalem in  Snodland
High Street, which hasbeen
allowed tofall into a state of
disrepair and has been the
subject of many rumours
about its future, may be
converted into a home.

Paul Titterton and Maxine
Gent, from Essex, paid
£185,000 for the building
at auction — and they want
toliveinit.

Lion TV has included the
church, which was built in
1882, in its “Homes under
the hammer” series which
will appear on BBC
television next year. The
crew will return to record
how Paul and Maxine have
progressed.

Maxine told Town Talk that
she fell in love with the
church when she saw it.

Maxine & Paul

“As soon as | walked
inside | thought it was the
sleeping beauty’s castle,”
she said. “It has a lovely
feel about it.”

The interior of the building
is grade 2 listed and as
many of the original
features as possible will
have to be retained.

Paul, an dectrica contractor,
said they will be taking to

Tonbridge &  Malling
Borough Council and its
conservation  department.
They will start by clearing
the trees and shrubbery,
tidying the site and making
the building secure.

They have still not been to
the top of the tower.

The couple have alocated
£60,000 towards the work,
but they will carry out alot
themselves. They hope to
move in within a year.

What happens if they do
not obtain  planning
permission for the
conversion?

“1 dread to think it is going
to happen,” said Paul. “We
will just have to keep
pushing.”

He added that the Saracens
keep fit and weight lifting
club which meets in the
hall in the grounds, will be
ableto continueto do so for
the time being.

Lion TV

& cameraman, Mark
Moreue, filming
the church watched
by, from | to r,Joan
O’Connell, Claire
O’Sullivan and

=1 Sarah Fisher.

Look Good

Beauty
Waxing

Massage

Spa Body Wraps

Ear Piercing

Reflexology
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Feel Good

Nails
CIATE

In Salon nail technician
Only exclusive Salon in this

area backed by Associate Nails.

Sponsored by
TONI & GUY with products
& systems winning awards
from IN-STYLE MAGAZINE
& featured in
OK MAGAZINE
& MARIE CLARE

Sunbed sessions
ARE good for you

Sunbeds

3 Fast Tanning beds
from 40p a minute/

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Friday
9am - 9pm
Saturday
9am - 6pm

58 Malling Road, Snodland, Kent

01634 242564

Unprotected UV exposure to 25% of 1 MED
2-3 times a week is recommended by Dr Holick
to ensure sufficient Vitamin D levels.

Depending on skin type, this is the equivalent
of about 5 minutes of unprotected UV
exposure 2-3 times a week
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Protect your property from Burglars and Vandals

"Logic Alarms
Company

We can install any hpe of system
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WE WANT OUR
TROPHY BACK!

Local runners are hoping to reclaim their
winner’s trophy in the sixth Snodland 10k Challenge
on 2™ October.

Jose Schmitt from French twin-town
Moyeuvre-Grande set a new course record
to win the race last year.

All four previous challenges were won
by Snodland’s Andrew Keeley.

The race starts at 10.30am at the community centre
and is open to residents of Snodland and surrounding
villages, as well as Moyeuvre-Grande.

Details and an entry form are available
from race secretary, Neil Miners on 01634 242604.

SHOEBOX APPEAL
TO HELP ORPHANS

M&M
MOTORCYCLES

8 Malling Road, Snodland Kent ME6 5NA

MOT S & SERVICE

ACCESSORIES
Oils, Oil Filters, Plugs etc

SALES

Used Motorcycles & Scooters

Finance Available (subject to status)

Excellent Servicing
carried out on all makes

Collection/Delivery
Service available

For any assistance please call
Nigel or Michaela on:

01634 247444

The target for the Snodland Shoebox Appeal for
Romanian orphans has been set at 1000 this year,
according to organiser, Alison Tomsett.

Last year 800 boxes were filled with Christmas goodies
and were part of a consignment of 20,291 shoeboxes sent
to Romania from Kent.

“We're aiming to reach the 1000 mark this time,” said
Alison. We have already begun to plan and we hope that
even more people will be moved to act this year.”

“These boxes do make a difference”

Nicki Archer, the area co-ordinator for Samaritan’s Purse,
the charity which organises the project each year, visited
Romania and told of the difference the boxes made to the
lives of the children who receive them.

A stall was held at Snodland Carnival giving details of
Operation Christmas Child and leaflets are being sent to
homes asking for donations.

The shoeboxes should be taken to Christ Church Hall,
Malling Road on 19t" November.

Due to regulations all goods should be new or nearly new
and suggested gifts are cuddly toys, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, notepads, colouring books, picture
books, pencils, pens, crayons small balls, puzzes cards,
sweets and toys.



Local boy lands 19721b carp

Holmesdale Technology College student, M att Pear son, has landed a 19.5|b
carp at Kingfisher Lake, Paddlesworth, Snodland.

Matt, aged 15, who lives at Simpson Road, took 45
minutes to haul in the fish.

“It nearly pulled my arms off,” he said, “but you get such
an adrenalin rush, it keeps you going. You don't just reel

it in, you give it what it wants until it is worn out.”

SHEAF
TREES

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

Local firm that cares about trees
11 Years Experience

FREE Estimates/Advice

Fully insured
NPTC Qualified
Tel: 01634 241617
Mobile: 07759 613692

Matt was introduced to
fishing by hisfriend, Philip
Hayes, who took him to
the Mill Stream, where he
caught hisfirst fish.

Brother, Kevin, bought
him a small rod for his
birthday and he fished in
the lake at Nevill Park
before signing up for
Kingfisher Lake last year.

His next ambition —to land
a 25lb carp! Town Talk
wishes Matt good luck.
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MOTBRHOUSE

CAR SPARES & ACCESSORIES
CYCLES, SPARES, ACCESSORIES & REPAIRS

ORDER YOUR BIKE FOR
CHRISTMAS NOW.

£10 SECURES ANY BIKE
PLUS FREE CYCLE PUMP
WITH THIS ADVERT

01634 246153

48 Holborough Road,
Snodland, Kent ME6 5PB

company?

Lonely mums are invited to join a club to make new
friends and help improve their quality of life. Snodland
curate, Elaine Northern, said there are mothers who are
on their own al day long after their children go to school.

The local mums group is open to people with children at
school or under school age, who are bored with
housework and need company or who are shy and find it
difficult to meet new people.

They are invited to a meeting at Christ Church Hall,
Malling Road at 10am on 22nd September.

Elaine said the club, which meets on Thursday mornings,
has a creche run by qualified child minders and runs
courses on a variety of subjects.

“We are having an open morning for people to come and
meet us al,” she explained. “It is good to meet with other
mums and make new friends.”

The club is also open to fathers who stay at home to ook
after their children.



An unholy mess!

PLEA TO CLEAR CHURCH GRAVEYARD

A woman who cares for
six graves at Christ
Church, Snodland has
organised a petition
demanding the upkeep of
the graveyard and the
installation of awater tap.

“Pidge” McShane, formerly
of Snodland and who now
lives at Garner Drive, East
Malling, looks after the
graves of her father, son,
grandmother, two uncles
and two cousins.

She said the graveyard
was so overgrown she
took photographs to back
up her petition, which has

more than 150 signatures.

But, she said, after she
started the petition she
returned from holiday to
find part of the site had
been cleared.

“It was a disgrace,” she
said. “l have to bring my
own lawnmower to cut the
grass round the graves and
plastic bottles full of
water because there is not
atap here.

“Since the clearance
people have started
looking after the graves
again. | can now see

\

HOME &
—~— —HOBBY D.l.V.

serving retatl § trade

What cver the job...
~.compare our prices!!

WE SPECIALISE IN
TIMBER & BOARDS
CUT TO SIZE -
NO WASTE FOR YOU!

Professional service from
a family run business

PAINT TIMBER IRONMONGERY
TOOLS ELECTRICAL PLUMBING
GARDENING HOUSEWARES

120 Malling Road, Snodland
Tel: 01634 240922
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The graveyard
since the clearance |

graves | did not know
existed.”

Pidge will present the
petition to Snodland Town
Council.

“No policy for
clearing the
graveyard”

Town Talk found Mrs
Noreen  Stanford  of
Rainham tending the
graves of her son and
husband, which are near
the church.

She said another son and
her husband’s mother were
buried at the bottom of the
graveyard, but she could
not see where they are.

She added that there used
to be a tap outside the
church but she now had to
bring water in bottles.

Helen Comber, a member
of the parochial church
council, said there was no

8 The graveyard
before it was
partially cleared

policy for clearing the
graveyard, and the church
could not afford to pay for
it to be done.

She said that, in the past,
prisoners on day release
and unemployed young

people from the
community services
department of Kent

County Council, had done
some clearance work.

Once a year a working
party of members of the
church spend a day
clearing the site. Thereis
not a tap because of the
problems of vandals
turning it on and leaving
water running and there
used to be awater butt but
people used to dump dead
flowersinit.

“You can’'t expect church
members to do the
clearance every two
weeks, which is what is
needed,” said Helen. “I
don’'t know what we can
do. Itisanightmare.”



i Marriage celebrated in garden )

A Snodland couple held a

“celebration of their marriage”
W a I k f O r in the garden of their home in Waghorn Road.
o . 3 ':_._.__'. ..:;
charity y

Four members of
STARA - Snodland Town Active
Retirement Association -

have raised £400 for the Nigel and Michaela Hayes were married at
Arthritis Research Campaign. Maidstone Register Office but two days later,
Gill Gribbin, a retived registrar who is the
mother of bridesmaid, Anna, performed the
celebration in front of family and friends
at their home.

Chairman, Alan Elphick,
wife Marion, Les Searing and
Sally Clark, walked the 13 miles
round Bewl Water Reservoir in Gill explained that it was not legal to hold
four hours, after which Alan cycled wedding ceremonies at people’s houses,

but she acted as a civil celebrant in conducting
the celebration of the marriage.
. J
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round in one hour 20 minutes.

Friendly care in your local community U TAKE THE PAIN OUT OF
for NHS Exempt & Independent patients CHRISTMAS BY PAYING FOR
Monday - Friday: 9am - 5.30pm YOUR GIFTS AND TOYS IN
Late night appointments available EAST INSTALMENTS

TEL: 01634 242366
- o A SMALL DEPOSIT SECURES
ANY ITEM IN THE SHOP
TRIOS HAIR STUDIO
ON YOUR NEXT VISIT, PICK UP A FREE

3 HOLBOROUGH ROAD, SNODLAND

SLIJE:;'IF'EOM - _IECTDSIESOM 1000 TOY CATALOGUE WITH IDEAS OF
GENTS HIGHLIGHTS £30.00  FOILS FROM £45.00 PRESENTS FOR THE CHILDREN
BOYS HIGHLIGHTS £2500  HIGHLIGHTS £38.00

WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME NEW & AND, OF COURSE, DO NOT FORGET YOUR

FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED SALON AND SCRATCHCARD

LD S T LY St oN  }ED, %  LOTTO, THUNDERBALL, HOTPICKS,
01634 241498 ! % EURO MILLIONS TICKETS ”ﬂ
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" """ POLICE
Red Zone gets go-ahead

It will be illegal to drink alcohol in Snodland town centre after
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council approved the setting up of a Red Zone.
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As reported in the last  car park, cricket meadow,
issue of Town Talk, police  pavilion and clinic and
applied for the area to be  Rocfort Road.
/ N\ designated as a result of
concerns expressed by At the time Sgt Damien
STATION CABS members of the public. Hutton said: “The police
will have the power of

The area covered is  seizuretowardsthose who
Holborough Road from its ~ consume alcohol in public

. SNODLAND 01634 junction with Queens and behave in a manner
, Malling Road to  which is anti-social.”
240470 — 2441 63 g\éegl;?orlt\jﬂsneetjunction,
SNODLAND STATION, HIGH STREET, SNODLAND, KENTME§5AN |  the Migh Street and — He added that it was a

Congtitution Hill asfar as  very small element in the

8 SEATER CABS: AIRPORTS, WEDDINGS & 16 SEATER BUS Cemetery Lane, the High  community that caused a

Street area including the  disturbance to others.
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