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Joyce
is a born organiser

Former warden

wins our good

samaritan award

The former warden of
Rectory Close has
been awarded the
fourth “Good Sam-ari-
tan” award, spon-
sored by Snodland
Chamber of  Commerce.

Nine years after she

retired Joyce Asquith is

still organising parties,

day trips, mystery tours,

bingo sessions and even

holidays for residents of

the close.

And it was a number of

them who asked Avrel

Cole to nominate her for

our award.

Joyce moved to Snodland

from Barnsley to become

the first warden of

Rectory Close in 1978.

When she retired she had

no doubts about where

she wanted to live.

was read by Avrel:

With Harry beside her, God rest him
In Rectory Close she reigned supreme,

Sorting out problems and troubles,
Life really was a good dream.

Outings and social evenings
Were a great deal of fun,

Everyone went to bed happy
When the evenings were done.

No one was ever left out, though
There was a knock on everyone’s door

Dressing up and pie and mash suppers
Everyone came back for more.

Now that she has retired  
To a flat in Rectory itself

But not to sit back, take it easy
And certainly not on the shelf.

Outings are still on the agenda
The bingo and fun times too

No need to tell you her name, though
It’s Joyce Asquith, but then you all knew.

Joyce told Town Talk that

the Sunday night bingo

sessions and Spring and

Christmas fairs raise the

money for the trips she

runs, so they are free.

The ice show at Brighton

is a must every January,

there are day trips and

mystery tours every

month between May and

September and visits to

Christmas lights and the

residents have had holi-

days all over the country.

She loves Snodland and

the people who live in

the town and said it was

“such a shock” when

Alan Totham (pictured),

chairman of the chamber

of commerce, presented

the certificate at a bingo

night.

A poem, written by Vera Jan,

Alan presents the certificate to Joyce.
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Three couples, all members
of STARA (Snodland Town
Active Retirement
Assocation), have celebrated
their Golden Weddings.

Celebrates with our 

Dave and June, who live in Orchard
Way, Snodland, met in the most
unusual circumstances.

In 1953 June lived in  Lunsford
Lane, Larkfield.  She takes up the
story:

“Me and my mate used to put a bit
of rope across the road to see who
we could catch.  It was just a bit of
fun.”

One of the people she caught was
Dave, cycling from his home in
Ditton to see his mates in
Snodland.

“We got chatting,” said June.  “He
asked me for a date and we went to
the old Wardona in Snodland.

Dave left school at the age of 14
and started work as a gardener.
After two years National Service in
the army he held a number of jobs
locally before joining Townsend
Hook paper mill.

June worked at Reed Corrugated
Cases, Aylesford.

pany and remem-
ber very well
their first date on
Coronation Day –
2nd June 1953.

Ernest’s family
acquired a televi-
sion set for the
occasion and he
invited Jeanne to
see the
Coronation – and
told her to bring
her own sand-
wiches for lunch!

Fifty three years
later and the
sense of humour
has not changed.

“My mum could not believe it,” said
Jeanne. “I had to walk two – three
miles to his house, it was raining and I
had a bag of crisps and my sandwich-
es. 

“Ernest’s mother could not believe he
had told me to bring my own sand-
wiches.”

Ernest held numerous positions in the
textile trade throughout his working
life and it was after he acquired a job
in London they moved to Taylor Road

The coupled moved in
with June’s parents
when they first mar-

ried before moving into their pres-
ent home in 1958.

They have two sons and a daughter
and three grand daughters.

Dave and June share a love of gar-
dening and have a large allotment
at the bottom of their garden.

As members of STARA, they enjoy
the monthly walks, bowling, bat &
trap and ten pin bowling.

They celebrated 50 years of mar-
ried life with a family meal.

Ernest and Jeanne celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary by
donating a camel, three goats,
three latrines, 10 water buckets,
25 trees and 1600 school meals to
the needy in a number of coun-
tries.

Rather than have presents the cou-
ple, who live in St Katherine’s Lane,
asked for donations to the Oxfam
Unwrapped appeal

They met in Huddersfield where
they worked for the same com-

Town Talk provided the champagne for (pictured from l to r), Paul and 

June and Dave Rush

Jeanne and Ernest
Pennington



golden wedding couples

yard 5th hole on the 8th July,
2003.

Jeanne, who trained as a chil-
drens’ nurse, joined the young
wives group and helped at the
Leybourne Play Group (now
Devonshire Rooms).

She has also been involved with
the Brownies and the Sunday
School.

Ernest and Jeanne moved from
Taylor Road to The Groves, Birling
Road  before moving the short
distance to their current home in
1992.

The couple, who also have seven
grandchildren, held two Golden
Wedding celebrations, one in
Huddersfield and the other in the
Moyeuvre-Grande suite at the
Devonshire Rooms, Waghorn
Road.

Snodland must have been the
entertainment centre of the area
50 years ago!

Dave Rush used to cycle from
Ditton and Paul Beaney used to
travel from Strood with eight – 10
mates every Saturday night.

life and it was
after he
acquired a
job in London
they moved to
Taylor Road
on the newly
d e v e l o p e d
Rookery Farm
Estate-on Cup
Final day,
1963, with
son, Ian, and
d a u g h t e r ,
Susan.

Their second
son, David,
was one of

the first born on Rookery Farm Estate.

Ernest and Jeanne threw themselves
into village life.  They joined the
estate association and the church,
Ernest was one 11 newcomers to
stand as an Independent candidate
for the parish council and was a
founder member of Nomads Football
Club(originally called October
Nomads).

One of the first members of Oast
Park Golf Club, he joined West
Malling GC about 10 years ago and
his pride and joy is a trophy showing
he made a hole-in-one at the 164-

“We used to get on the train and
go to the ‘Tute (the Institute was
a building attached to the Clock
Tower) for a Saturday night knees
up, and that’s where I met Betty,”
he said.

Paul and Betty, who was born in
Snodland, have lived in the same
house in Hilltop Road, Frinsbury
for almost all their married life.

Betty and June Rush lived near
each other in Lunsford Lane and
went to school together.

After serving in the army for two
years, Paul spent 44 years work-
ing in the printing industry.  Betty
was an office worker in Townsend
Hook and later for a company at
Aylesford.

The couple have three children
and five grandchildren.  Their
loves are gardening and travel
and they celebrated their  Golden
Wedding with a holiday in Turkey.
They also have a caravan near
Dymchurch.

They are great supporters of
STARA and Betty said she wished
more people went on  the trips.

“We ask people if they are inter-
ested in going somewhere, they
say yes but when we need it con-
firmed only half show up,” she
added.

Betty Beaney, Jeanne and Ernest Pennington and June and Dave Rush.

Paul & Betty Beaney
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You buy it
and I fit it

Featured business

Traditional, modern
& fun designs

to add that finishing
touch to your
celebrations!

Tel: 01634 249474 • 0770 9927808
E-mail: s.daniels@tesco.net • www.cakesbysonya.co.uk

Anniversaries
Birthdays,

Celebrations
Christenings &

Weddings

Derek’s Home Main-
tenance vehicle and its
“You buy it and I fit it”
logo is well-known in
Snodland.

And his talking dog which
appears in his front gar-
den in Dryland Road every
Christmas has caused
quite a stir.  

Derek Foreman explain-
ed he bought the dog,
made it remote con-
trolled and put it in the
garden.

“I hid behind the curtain
and as people walked
by, I talked to them,” he
said.  

“One day someone
asked the dog what it
wanted for Christmas
and I said ‘a bone’.  The
next day a bone was
left.”

The idea caught on and
Derek put a box outside
for people to bring pet
food.

“Last Christmas we had
16 carrier bags full of

food and treats which
we took to the RSPCA
centre,” he added. “ I
would like to thank
everybody for their gen-
erosity.”

He decided to become
self-employed nine
years ago, advertised in
Adscene, and has  not
looked back.

He carries out general
household repairs but
said most of his work
was fitting kitchens and
bathrooms.

Born in Brook Lane,
Snodland, he moved to
East Malling.  He return-
ed to the town 22 years
ago, married Frances
three years later and the
couple have a daughter,
Eleanor, aged eight.

Derek has bought a
boat, “a complete
wreck,” which is now in
his garage waiting to be 

renovated.
It is an 18-foot cabin
cruiser which, when
completed, he will use
to “jog up and down the
river in my spare time.”

Derek and a satisfied customer 

SUPER STRETCHED LIMOUSINE
Weddings  •  Birthdays  •  Nights Out

Dinners  •  Anniversaries  •  Racing Meets
Airports  •  Corporate Travel  •  Proms

Christmas  •  New Year  • High Demand Events

We provide a professional
chauffeur hire service for any

occasion or business

For all enquiries and bookings please contact us on

Tel: 01634 244920
Mob: 07979 267349

E-mail: enquiries@busseyhire.com
www.busseyhire.com

Member of The Kent Limousine Association

EXECUTIVE HIRE






